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Check Out Chair Massage
You Deserve a Break in Your Busy Day
Cathy Ulrich
Ever been curious about the chair
massage area at the mall? Or wondered
why your company offers massages in the
conference room on certain days? Does
it seem strange people want to get
massages in an odd-looking chair
during a busy workday? Well, maybe
they're on to something. In fact, a small
investment in a chair massage session
can lead to a significant pay-off.
Chair massage--also called seated or
on-site massage--provides a host of
benefits, including reducing stress,
improving
mental
clarity,
and
enhancing work performance. And the
time investment is minimal: short five-,
ten- or fifteen-minute sessions can
often do the trick.

During the Work Day

In short, this study shows what chair
massage enthusiasts have known for
some time: even a short massage can
help relax tight muscles and remind the
body to breathe. Although full-body
massages are optimal, taking time out
for one in the middle of the workday can
lull you to sleep, and it can be difficult
to schedule it into your day. On the
other hand, a chair massage during an
afternoon break may be a better
alternative, particularly when you need
to be energized, so you can better focus
for late-day meetings or evening
responsibilities. Besides, the short
massage session time--often the same as
your coffee break--keeps you from
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Productivity increase and stress reduction are both benefits of chair massage in the office.

In this Issue

In a study done at the Touch Research
Institute at the University of Miami,
researchers found that when participants
got a fifteen-minute chair massage just
twice a week, their anxiety levels were
lower, their brain waves proved they
were more relaxed and alert, and their
stress levels were measurably reduced.
The study also showed improved speed
and accuracy on math computations.

Check Out Chair Massage
Cultivating a Gardening Habit
Hot or Cold for Injuries?

stressing about being away from work
too long.
You don't have to undress, you don't
need the privacy of a table massage, and
you're ready to get back to work feeling
refreshed.
Continued on page 2
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Chair massage can also be a great
introduction into the world of
bodywork. If you've always wondered why
some people are adamant about getting
massages, or if you've been trying to
explain to a friend or coworker why
bodywork is so wonderful, chair massage
is an excellent way to get a sampling.

The Massage Chair

The key to comfort for on-site massages
is the specially tailored chair. It's
important you feel fully supported and
at ease so you can relax for your session.
With pads to support your face, chest,
arms, pelvis, and knees, a massage chair
is surprisingly comfortable. And the
chair's design puts you in a position that
relieves tension even before the therapist
starts working.
Massage chairs are fully adjustable so
your practitioner can tailor the chair
specifically to your body with just the
release of a few levers. The unique
design allows your therapist to easily
access areas on your body--such as the
neck, shoulders, and back--that may be
the tightest.

work-related issues, such as repetitive
stress conditions and muscle tightness
caused from sitting in front of a
computer.
Be sure to tell your massage therapist of
specific concerns you have, such as
carpal tunnel syndrome or shoulder or
neck stiffness. Your practitioner may
suggest a longer session for your next
visit to fully address your needs.

What's the Cost?

Chair massage is an economical
bodywork option because the sessions
are relatively short.
Typically, a therapist charges about a
dollar a minute. While tipping is
common practice, practitioners do not
automatically expect it. Chair massage
enthusiasts will tell you $15 is an
excellent investment in your health-and it feels great.

Talk To Your Employer

More and more companies are offering
chair massages for their employees.
Increased productivity and employee
appreciation are just a couple of the
benefits acknowledged by management.
Some companies pay for the services,
while others provide space for chair
massage and employees pick up their
own tabs.
If your company doesn't already offer
chair massage, ask your human resources
director if it's possible to bring this
service into the office. Whether your
employer pays for it or you do, you win,
because you're able to make it through a
stressful week a little more relaxed.
If you encounter a chair massage
opportunity at work, at a local fair, or
grocery story, do yourself a favor and
sign up. You'll be happy you did.

Is It Effective?

You may wonder how a massage can be
effective when the practitioner works
through your clothes and without oils.
Chair massage has its roots in a
centuries-old
Japanese
massage
technique called amma. A predecessor
to the better-known shiatsu, amma is
done while seated, and therapists are
trained to work specifically on the body's
pressure points. Pressure point work,
especially on the areas made accessible
by the position of the massage chair, can
free muscles and relieve stress and tight
tissues without working directly on the
skin. Therapists are skilled at palpating
and working through clothes. In
minutes, you feel relaxed, alert, and
comfortable as your tension melts away.
And, since no oils or lotions are used
for chair massage, you can go right back
to your day without feeling like you need
to shower.

Your Trouble Spots

Once you decide how long you want
your chair massage session to last, your
therapist will adjust the routine for
maximum effectiveness. These sessions
can be very beneficial in treating
The specially designed massage chair allows practitioners to access chronically tense areas.

Cultivating a Gardening Habit
Discover the Health Benefits of Yard Work
Feeling the need to exercise, clean up
your diet, meditate? Want to be more
creative, get out and meet people, enjoy
the outdoors, and slow down? There's
one activity in which you can accomplish
all of these objectives: gardening.
Encouraging Exercise
Studies show that vigorous digging burns
500 calories an hour, weeding burns
210 calories, and mowing the lawn
burns 400 calories. As a moderate
exercise, gardening has been found to
decrease the risk of heart disease and
diabetes, and a study at the University of
Arkansas found that gardening was
almost as effective as weight lifting in
reducing the risk for osteoporosis in
women. So instead of taking that indoor
aerobics class this summer, try mowing
the lawn or planting an herb garden.
As with any exercise regimen, the key is
to start at a comfortable pace and
gradually work your way up to longer,
more difficult activities. Your heart rate
should be about the same as when you

take a brisk walk.
Improving Your Diet
Gardening will also likely help you eat
better. Research shows that people who
grow gardens eat more vegetables and
fruits than those who don't. Growing
fresh herbs, even in a container on the
deck or balcony, is another great way to
add
flavor
and
freshness
to
home-cooked meals and an incentive to
try new recipes.

herbs, a garden reminds us of our
connection to life and the abundance
that nature so freely gives.

Boosting Your Social Life
Gardening can also be quite social.
Whether at a garden club, a community
garden, or an online forum, people love
to share ideas, solve common problems,
and connect through mutual interests.
Easing Stress
And finally, gardening is a great way to
manage stress. Spending time outside
and tuning in to the rhythms of nature,
we're reminded to be patient, slow
down, and breathe the fresh air.
Whether growing flowers, vegetables, or

Gardening burns calories and improves diet.

Hot or Cold for Injuries?
How to Know Which is Best for You
Art Riggs
We all know that treating an injury
immediately after it happens can help
minimize the pain and damage as well as
facilitate recovery. But after rolling your
ankle in a soccer game, or hurting your
back when lifting your toddler, or
tweaking your knee when stepping out of
your car, what's best? Should you ice it
to try to control inflammation, or would
heat be better to promote circulation?
While it's difficult to establish a fail-safe
rule for when to apply ice or heat, the
general directive is to use ice for the first
forty-eight to seventy-two hours after an
acute injury and then switch to heat.

It Depends

The reality is that many conditions are
not necessarily the result of a specific
injury. I call these conditions "recurrent
acute" and find them by far the most

common: sciatica that occurs when you
drive a car; a back that flares up every
time you garden; or tennis elbow from
intense computer work. In these cases,
consistent and frequent applications of
ice may prove very helpful over long
periods
of
time,
particularly
immediately after experiencing the event
that causes problems.
Conversely, back or other muscle spasms
caused by overexertion rather than
injury may benefit greatly from heat
immediately upon the onset of
symptoms or immediately after exercise
in order to relax the muscles and
increase circulation. Also, muscle belly
pain not resulting from acute and
serious trauma generally responds well
to heat, which can break the spasms and
release the strain. On the other hand,
nerve and tendon pain--regardless of

the duration of symptoms, even if you've
been
experiencing
them
for
months--benefit from ice.

What Works for You

The bottom line: different individuals
will constitutionally vary greatly in their
reactions. Some people are more prone
to the types of inflammation exacerbated
by heat, while others find their bodies
contracting and tightening at the mere
mention of ice. Try each option and pay
close attention to how your body and
mind respond, and let your gut be your
guide. Ultimately, what works best for
you is, well, what's best for you.

You may not be
able to change a
situation, but
with humor you
can change your
attitude about
it.
-Allen Klein
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Our clients are our best advertisement. You not only tell your
friends and neighbors about us, you also tell your doctors as
well. We thank you.
As we continue to teach these joint/orthopedic techniques
we look forward to having the opportunity to speak in front of
community groups.
If we have helped you with your aches and pains, we would
appreciate your introducing us to your neighbors in your
various clubs.

