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The Importance of Proper Posture
Correct Alignment Leads to Better Health
Hope Bentley 

Working in front of a computer often leads to poor posture. Learn how to counteract the effects.

I dwell in
possibility.
-Emily Dickinson
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Talk of good posture often generates
images of women walking in a circle with
books balanced on their heads or
soldiers standing at attention. But good
posture does not have to be rigid or
ridiculous. In fact, far from ridiculous,
it may be the key to good health.

According to Patrick Wroblewski, a
Boulder, Colorado-based structural
integration practitioner, "Good posture
is a dynamic, working awareness of how
gravity is coming down through the
body." In other words, just as the body
moves and changes throughout the day,
so should posture.

Wroblewski explains that many people
come in to his practice with complaints

of lower back pain, and stiff necks and
shoulders, most of which have a direct
correlation to poor posture. If a person
sits hunched in front of a computer
screen all day, it's likely the head hovers
towards the screen, the lower back has
collapsed and the tail bone is supporting
the weight, and legs are crossed or
splayed. Bad standing posture includes
the same hunching or lateral

misalignment, like standing with a hip
cocked to one side. These common
forms of less-than-perfect posture mean
less-than-healthy consequences for the
body.

Does Posture Matter?
Ever feel low on energy? Get sick often?
Experience headaches or digestive upset,
like constipation or diarrhea? Feel less
agile than you used to be?  Your
postural habits may be behind these
symptoms.

Proper posture means the body is
aligned so that all the muscles work as
they were designed to. On the other
hand, poor posture leads to inefficient

movement, causing the muscles to have
to do extra work. For instance, if the
head isn't resting correctly on top of the
neck and spine but hovers over the chest
instead, the muscles at the back of the
neck have to remain contracted to hold
the head up. The results? Circulation
becomes hindered, and oxygen and



Practice makes perfect! Good postural habits require repetition and practice, practice, practice.
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nutrients have a hard time flowing
through the body. Contracted muscles
are less able to receive hydration and
energy, and the tissue eventually
becomes hard and fibrous. Eventually,
muscles can pull bones out of alignment
and cause serious problems and
discomfort.

The bottom line is, poor posture can
lead to muscular stress and fatigue,
which can in turn lead to deficient
circulation, compromised immunity,
and poor lymph flow--which brings us
back to low energy, frequent illness,
headaches, digestive issues, and waning
agility. So to answer our earlier
question, yes, posture matters.

Perfecting Posture
Correcting poor posture requires
undoing the hardening, or fibrosis, of
the muscles that have been habitually
contracted, allowing them to relax and
the bones to move back into place.
Perhaps a simple concept, but not an
easy task.

Wroblewski uses a combination of
techniques to help correct posture:
Swedish massage can help increase
circulation and release chronically held
areas. Deep tissue massage helps wake up
the body and reverse some of the fibrosis
in the tissue. And other bodywork
techniques can further precipitate
postural adjustments. He says, "Any
kind of manipulation--craniosacral,
acupressure--can cause an unwinding of
tension and allow the body to release to
the position in which it belongs."

Wroblewski also recommends movement
education, an umbrella term that
includes many types of bodywork, such
as Alexander Technique, Feldenkrais
Method, Hellerwork, and Trager
Approach. Movement education
advocates that one's body structure and
movements can get stuck in habitual,
unhealthy patterns. Movement
education unwinds the patterns and
teaches the body, as well as the mind,
anew. This is done through a series of
sessions where practitioners may use
hands-on manipulation to teach the
student different, more efficient ways to
move, sit, stand, reach, bend, lift and
walk. Ultimately, this balances the body
and allows energy to move freely.

Movement education techniques may be

especially beneficial for people suffering
from chronic difficulties, but also for
anyone trying to achieve higher levels of
physical and mental wellness.

According to Wroblewski, bodywork can
induce a "neutral reprogramming," so
that people can start from scratch and
learn to recognize when good posture is
breaking down. Then the necessary
adjustments can be made.

What's a Body To Do?
Desk jobs are notorious for wreaking
havoc and causing postural
impairments. Sitting for hours on end
staring at a computer screen is likely one
of the worst things you can do to your
body. If you spend a lot of time sitting,
make sure both feet are flat on the
ground to give yourself a "tripod" of
stability for the spine to rest on. Also, be
sure to take frequent breaks, even if it
just means walking to the window for a

moment, or getting a glass of water. And
when standing, distribute weight evenly
between both feet, and don't lock the
knees or ankles.

Good posture takes practice, practice,
practice and constant reminding.
Wroblewski suggests leaving reminders
in places where you will run into them
throughout your day.

Old habits die hard, and this is true for
muscular habits too. Be sure to schedule
a series of massage treatments to help
retrain the body. And talk to your
practitioner about stretches and posture
tips that can enhance your massage
sessions. As you progress, you will notice
less joint and muscle pain, fewer
headaches, more energy, and possibly
even stronger immunity and better
digestion. Finally, you will develop a
stronger awareness of your body and an
increased sense of well being.



Bodywork offers nurturing relaxation.

Massage and Cancer
A Viable Option?
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There's no doubt that cancer patients
can benefit from massage therapy. In
fact, bodywork can serve as a nurturing
healthcare option during the stressful,
doctor appointment-ridden time of
oncology management.

"Cancer treatment places a heavy toxin
load on the body, which massage can
help eliminate," says Gayle MacDonald,
author of Medicine Hands: Massage
Therapy for People with Cancer.
"However, too much too fast may be
more than the client's body can
comfortably handle. Skilled touch is
beneficial at nearly every stage of the
cancer experience, during
hospitalization, the pre- or post-
operative period, in the out-patient
clinic, during chemotherapy and
radiation, recovery at home, remission
or cure, and in the end stage of life."

The benefits of massage for these clients
include improved blood circulation,
equalized blood pressure, and help with
fatigue and nausea. The place to start is

by consulting with your physician and
your massage therapist. For those who
are two to three months out from
treatment, bodywork that can be used
includes lymph drainage therapies,
trigger point therapy, neuromuscular
therapy, myotherapy and myofascial
release, among others. It's better to wait
before receiving deeper work.

While hospitalized, some appropriate
techniques include cranialsacral therapy,
polarity therapy, reiki and Therapeutic
Touch. MacDonald says no matter how
severe the treatment's side effects,
there's always a way to administer some
type of bodywork. According to massage
therapist and former oncology nurse
Cheryl Chapman, while it's important
to receive touch from a qualified
practitioner who has worked with cancer
patients before, "Touch is always
appropriate--there isn't anyone who is
untouchable."

If you or someone you love is battling
cancer, consider massage as a

therapeutic, nurturing choice to help
navigate this difficult journey.

Getting medical information on the
Internet might be easy, but relying on it
can be dangerous--rumors,
misunderstandings, biased opinions,
and outright lies await. Here are some
tips for using the Internet effectively as
part of your health care.

Getting Good Information
"Start at Web resources dedicated to
providing only peer-reviewed medical
information," says library science expert
Sean Eads. "WebMD.com and
Healthfinder.gov are two excellent
resources where the articles are
researched and written by
professionals." Eads recommends
avoiding websites like Wikipedia or
Yahoo! Answers where anyone can
provide unverified information.

Other options for information include

AskDrWiki.com, where articles can only
be composed and edited by qualified
medical professionals. For a more
academic viewpoint of conditions, Eads
suggests Searchmedica.com, which
compiles medical journal articles,
clinical trials, and other health
magazines into its searchable database.

Trust the Professionals
Internet sources should not be used in
place of health-care professionals,
experts say, but rather as a supplemental
tool to enable you to be a better advocate
for yourself. Gather the knowledge you
need to be informed and ask intelligent
questions, but remember that
consulting a website is not a substitute
for a visit to a health-care professional.

One advantage that the Internet does
have is its ability to foster connections

between people living with similar
conditions. A September 2010 Pew
Internet survey shows that 1 in 5
Internet users have sought out someone
with the same medical condition they
had. Building an online community can
allow people to share experiences, and
provide support across long distances
and in situations where a condition is
less common.

Find a Balance
Recognizing both the benefits and
shortcomings of these websites is
necessary to utilizing them most
effectively. By using the voices of many
to become more informed, you can be
more involved when listening to the
reliable voice of a qualified health
professional.



In order to carry
a positive action
we must develop
here a positive
vision.
-Dalai Lama

Thanks go out to the local veterans group that had us in to
talk about what we do. We are already helping those who
have served us with our Hands for Heroes program. 
We also attended a relay for life event and raised $271 for
the survivors group we were representing as well as meeting
a number of people we hope to help in the future. 
What those people learned is that Massage and Bodywork
aren't just a luxury. Bodywork is a necessity for those of you
who are living an active life. The body stores the little aches
and pains of overuse by adding supportive scar tissue. That
build-up of scar tissue limits range of motion and leads to
postural distortions which may cause more injuries. As we
come into the active summer months let us relieve your body
of those movement limitations as much as we can so you
can enjoy as much as you can. For more information on
Specials and Events, "Like" our page on FaceBook ( 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Clinical-Touch-Massage-m
m26266/200908179933823 ).
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