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Age is a State of Mind
Baby Boomers Combat Aging with Bodywork
 

Massage therapy can play an important role in aging well and remaining youthful and healthy.

The first
wealth is
health.
-Emerson
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According to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
preventing disease and injury is critical
to reducing the expected growth of
health-care costs headed our way, as
more than 70 million U.S. baby
boomers cross the 60-year-old
threshold. Moreover, disease prevention
is critical to, well, your health!

Whether you're a boomer who is
running a marathon or running after
your grandchildren, you know that
growing older doesn't mean growing
old. If you're wondering how to stave off
the effects of aging, the preventative and
restorative nature of massage and
bodywork might be just what the body
ordered.

Improved Circulation,
Healthier Skin
As our bodies age, our circulation slows
and our skin loses its once youthful
vitality. Experts say the mechanical
nature of massage combats these effects
by increasing circulation through the
manipulation of tissue, improving the
appearance and condition of the skin

and its elasticity, and toning muscle
tissue. Massage also creates a stimulating
cellular function in the hypodermis,
dermis, and epidermis layers of the skin
and increases the production of
skin-nurturing sebum.

Immunity and Stress
If you're already a frequent recipient of
massage, you know what the work does to
combat daily stress. But did you know
how detrimental those stressors can be?

Experts say the majority of disease we
encounter today is associated with stress.
Not only that, stress is a huge factor in
premature aging of the body.
Researchers say chronic stress ages the

body, weakens immune cell function,
and can make cells appear up to 17 years
older than they really are. Through its
effects, massage deftly attacks stress,
while boosting the immune system.
Massage encourages the release of
oxytocin, a stress-reducing hormone in
the body most often associated with



The aches and pains that often accompany the aging process can be managed with bodywork.
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birth and bonding, and activates the
parasympathetic nervous system and its
relaxation response. Massage also
decreases beta brainwave activity,
increases dopamine and serotonin levels
in the body, and reduces cortisol levels,
all of which are linked to decreased
stress.

Squashing the Pain
Part of the aging process, unfortunately,
involves dealing with aches and pains.
You might find a day of gardening
brings on back pain you never
experienced before, or your biking
regimen now requires greater recovery
time afterward. Even though pain is a
constant source of grief for an aging
body, massage can make a difference.

The passive movement in massage keeps
joints more mobile and stimulates the
synovial fluid, which lubricates the joints
and nourishes the articular cartilage.
Massage also prompts the release of
endorphins and other pain-reducing
neurochemicals.

In addition to the pains of physical
exertion an aging body experiences, the
discomfort caused by arthritis can be
just as debilitating. Experts predict that
one-third of Americans will get arthritis
as they age. Ironically, most arthritis
sufferers may not think of massage when
they start to explore which therapies
might ease their pain. While it is
doubtful an arthritic joint can "heal"
completely with massage, it can feel
better. And for an arthritis sufferer,
better is a welcome word, particularly
when there are no side effects involved.

According to the Arthritis Foundation,
an increasing number of doctors are
recommending massage to their arthritis
patients to help relieve the pain and
stiffness caused by their disease. Massage
can increase circulation around painful
joints, bringing healing oxygen and
nutrients, including amino acids, to
rebuild tissue. Many massage therapists
report that their arthritic clients find
better and longer-lasting relief from
massage than from pharmaceuticals.

Whether its reducing the symptoms of
arthritis, or simply addressing the aches
and pains of living an active life, massage
can play an important role in aging well.

Bennies for Boomers
The benefits from massage and
bodywork can help bodies of all ages,
especially for baby boomers. Research
has shown that massage:
- Improves range of motion and
decreases low-back pain.
- Increases circulation, allowing the
body to pump more oxygen and
nutrients into tissues and vital organs.
- Provides exercise and stretching for
atrophied muscles.
- Reduces swelling and scar tissue.
- Reduces recovery time from
injury/surgery.
- Reduces stress, a major contributor to
disease and ill health.
- Releases endorphins, the body's
natural painkiller, thereby reducing the
need for medications.
- Stimulates lymph flow and supports
the body's natural process of
detoxification.

Psychological Value
In addition to all the physical benefits
massage and bodywork offers, there also
are proven psychological changes we
experience with massage. One of the
reasons massage feels so relaxing is that
there is a literal psychological benefit as
dopamine and serotonin become
balanced in the system. And when
massage produces oxytocin in the body,
there is a sense of being nurtured. Add
that to the restorative effect that comes
from those quiet moments during
massage, and you've got a process that
experts say is incredibly healing.

Aging, obviously, is a process none of us
can avoid. As Benjamin Franklin said,
"When you're finished changing, you're
finished." Turn the inevitability of aging
into a positive process of change and let
massage and bodywork help you along
the journey.



Massage is a great way to beat back pain.

Keeping Your Back Healthy
Tips to Avoid Lasting Pain
 

Massage for Old Injuries
Ancient Injuries Don't Have to Make You Feel Old
Art Riggs  

Chances are good that, at some point in
your life, you will have back pain. In
fact, 70-85 percent of Americans will
experience back pain at some point in
their lives. But even with those odds,
there are still several ways to minimize
your risk and give yourself the best
chance to live pain-free.

Several factors can cause back pain,
including stress, poor posture, bad
ergonomics, lack of exercise, arthritis,
osteoporosis, a sedentary lifestyle,
overexertion, pregnancy, kidney stones,
fibromyalgia, excess weight, and more.

With all of these potential causes
lurking, it's important to look at
behaviors that can help you prevent and
avoid back pain before it starts. Here are
a few simple healthy back tips from the
National Institute of Neurological
Disorders and Stroke:

--Stretch and warm tissues before
exercise or other strenuous activities.
--Practice good posture. Avoid

slouching when sitting or standing.
--When standing, keep your weight
balanced on both feet.
--Follow good ergonomics in the
workplace. When sitting for long
periods of time, rest your feet on a foot
support. Make sure your chair and work
surfaces are at the proper height. Get up
and move around in between long
sitting stints.
--Avoid high-heeled shoes.
--Watch your weight. Excess weight,
especially around the waist, can put
undue stress on lower back muscles.
--Exercise. Core strengthening moves,
especially, will also benefit your back.
--Don't lift items that are heavier than
you can handle. Remember to lift with
your knees, not your back. Pull in your
stomach muscles, keep your head down
and in line with your straight back, and
do not twist when lifting.
--Get a massage. Using therapeutic
bodywork can melt pain-inducing stress
away from your back and the rest of your
body.

Injuries such as chronic back pain, trick
knees, and sticky shoulders are not
necessarily something you just have to
live with. Massage techniques might hold
the key to unlocking this old pain.

Will Massage Help?
The benefits of massage will depend on
the extent of the injury, how long ago it
occurred, and on the skill of the
therapist. Chronic and old injuries
often require deeper and more precise
treatments with less emphasis on general
relaxation and working on the whole
body. Massage works best for soft tissue
injuries to muscles and tendons and is
most effective in releasing adhesions and
lengthening muscles that have shortened
due to compensatory reactions to the
injury. Tight and fibrous muscles not
only hurt at the muscle or its tendon,
but can also interfere with proper joint

movement and cause pain far away from
the original injury.

Therapists who perform such work often
have specialized names for their
work--such as orthopedic massage,
neuromuscular therapy, myofascial
release, medical massage, etc.,--but
many massage therapists utilize an
eclectic approach combining the best of
the specialties.

It Works!
A recent Consumer Reports article ran
the results of a survey of thousands of its
readers and reported that massage was
equal to chiropractic care in many areas,
including back and neck pain. Massage
also ranked significantly higher than
some other forms of treatment, such as
physical therapy or drugs.

If that nagging injury persists, consider
booking a massage. Be sure to discuss
the injury with your practitioner: How
did you receive the injury? Have you
reinjured it? And what exactly are your
symptoms? Often, the body
compensates in one area to protect
another that has been traumatized, and
this can create new problems.

Discuss the issues with your massage
therapist. (Sometimes just talking about
old injuries can play a significant role in
the healing process.) Together, the two
of you can work to determine a
treatment plan.



The groundwork
of all happiness
is health.
-Hunt

The articles that we publish time and again restate that
periodic massage makes a body better. Some of our clients
do come in for regular treatments after they are out of
chronic pain. Many more do not think about the gradual wear
and tear until something critical happens. We recently heard
about a former client who was moving through his house and
somehow lost his balance and while grabbing something to
steady himself, he dislocated his shoulder. This is a very
unfortunate instance and our thoughts and prayers are with
his family. While we do not know if we could have prevented
this tragic event we wonder if maybe he would have had
better balance and control if he had come in for periodic
tune-ups and body balancing. We give daily gratitude for
those of you who have trusted us with your wellness care as
well as those who come to us in pain.
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