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A Cornerstone of Health
Why Now, More Than Ever, You Need a Massage
 

Massage induces a sense of grounding and calm, helping you face challenges with ease.

The secret of
getting ahead is
getting started.
-Mark Twain
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While you may be tempted to trim your
wellness budget when economic times
are tough, now more than ever, massage
should play a role in reducing stress and
strengthening the health of Americans.

When you feel your best, you are more
likely to be able to face the challenges
difficult times present. With greater
health and peace of mind, you can face
difficulties with poise, clarity of
purpose, and strengthened emotional
reserves.

Truly, massage is more than a
luxury--it's a vital part of self-care that
has a positive ripple effect on us as we
work, play, relax, live life, and care for
others.

Invest In Yourself,                  
Invest in Those You Love
In economically challenging times, it is
vital to invest in preventative health care.
The last thing you want is to get sick,
have to take time off of work, and pay
expensive medical bills. Staying healthy
means maintaining your ability to take
whatever life has to throw at you. Besides
lowering stress levels and, in turn,

reducing the risk of stress-related
illnesses, massage also boosts immunity,
helping you fight colds, flu, and other
viral infections.

Following is a sampling of a long list of
bodywork benefits:
- Ease anxiety.
- Reduce the flow of stress hormones.
- Improve sleep.
- Boost the immune system.
- Build energy levels.
- Reduce fatigue.
- Foster concentration.
- Increase circulation.
- Develop self-esteem.
- Reduce frequency of headaches.
- Release endorphins.

And if you think about it, massage is an
excellent value. The price of massage has
remained stable in recent years, as the
cost of movies, dining out, and sports
events has risen. Which of these has the
power to improve your health and your
outlook on life?



Massage is one of the few things that provide so much pleasure while improving your health.
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The positive effects of regular massage
can have far-reaching effects in many
areas of your life.

At Home
Massage therapy will also help families
under stress create healthier households
with clear-thinking and more relaxed
moms and dads. Children are very
sensitive and often pick up on tension in
a household; parents who are taking care
of themselves are more likely to be better
caregivers and provide a sense of security
to their kids. This goes for caregivers of
aging parents and other family
members.

At Work
The health benefits of massage can help
forestall illnesses and lost work time,
especially when you may be asked to
produce more with fewer resources.
Decision-making skills will be better and
your performance is likely to be
improved with a clear focus and more
energy.

A hint for the boss: Research shows
employees exhibit less stress and
improved performance when given
twice-weekly, 15-minute massages in the
office!

For Health Conditions
Those with already existing health
conditions can continue to reap benefits
in the following ways. And proactively
caring for health through massage may
help reduce costly doctor visits and use
of prescription and over-the-counter
medications.

Research shows:
- 	Massage can reduce sports-related
soreness and improve circulation--good
to know when you may be exercising
more to reduce stress.

- 	Deep-tissue massage is effective in
treating back pain, arthritis,
osteoarthritis and fibromyalgia.
Fibromyalgia patients receiving massage
also have less pain, depression, anxiety,
stiffness, fatigue, and sleep problems.

- 	Massage reduces symptoms of carpal
tunnel syndrome.

- 	Oncology patients show less pain,
fatigue, nausea, anxiety and depression
following massage therapy.

- 	Stroke patients show less anxiety and
lower blood pressure with massage
therapy.

- 	Massage therapy is effective is
reducing postsurgical pain.

- 	Alzheimer's patients exhibit reduced
pacing, irritability and restlessness after
neck and shoulder massage.

- 	Labor pain. Massage during labor
appears to reduce stress and anxiety,
relax muscles and help block pain. Some
medical professionals believe massage
also reduces tearing, shortens labor,
reduces the need for medication and
shortens hospital stays.

- 	Preterm babies receiving massage
therapy gain more weight and have
shorter hospital stays than infants not
receiving massage.

- 	Massage is beneficial in reducing
symptoms associated with arthritis,
asthma, high blood pressure, and
premenstrual syndrome.

There is now a body of research to
support the benefits listed above. But
there's no greater testimonial than the
person who is a regular receiver of
massage. The first-hand experience of
bodywork clients largely echo the same
sentiment: bodywork enhances quality
of life, and the return on your
investment is great.

While bodywork feels like a luxurious
mini-vacation, and you should by all
means enjoy it, there is an actual
physical need for massage. Maintaining
a regular massage schedule will help you
operate at your peak level--whether it be
at work, at home, or at play. Invest in
yourself, and book a massage today.



Take it easy and let your massage soak in.

Steer Clear of the Gym 
Take it Easy After Your Massage
Ray Bishop 

Be Immune to Inactivity
 

When booking a massage, consider your
schedule, and try to avoid any strenuous
physical exertion for at least 24 hours
following your bodywork session.
Exercising after a session can both
increase muscle soreness and
compromise the value of the soft-tissue
work you've just received. "Strenuous
exercise" includes activities such as
running, weight lifting, high intensity
aerobics, or power yoga classes.

Light exercise such as moderate walking,
gentle stretching, or swimming laps at
an easy pace is okay for healthy
individuals. One widely accepted view in
favor of this twenty-four-hour recovery
period is that sustained pressure on
connective tissue makes it more gel-like.
The technical term for this change is
thixotropic effect. This state of
increased softness lasts about
twenty-four hours, so high-intensity
exercise may pull or move the tissue back
to old patterns or even induce new
strain patterns.

Experts usually suggest taking it easy that
evening and the following day. To
further reduce any bodywork-related
soreness, drink at least two liters of
water in the next twenty-four hours to
hydrate and flush your system. Take a
hot Epsom salt bath and drink gently
calming teas such as chamomile or
passionflower to facilitate sleep and
reduce stress that is so commonly seen as
a contributing factor in chronic muscle
tension and soreness. If you're dealing
with an injury, the guidelines should be
adjusted, but these basic suggestions
seem to work well for most people.

It does appear that healthy people who
exercise vigorously five to six days a week
sometimes find even these modest
recommendations quite challenging. If
you're one of these people, consider
working out before your session and
then take it easy afterward.

To get the most out of your massage,
hold off on the workout. When you do
hit the gym again, you'll likely discover

your body is more fit than ever, thanks
to the healing power of bodywork.

The World Health Organization has
called inactivity the second-leading risk
factor for non-communicable diseases
and the fourth-leading risk factor for
global mortality.

In the United States, inactivity has
helped contribute to the fact that 35.9
percent of adults age 20 years and over
are obese, as well as 18 percent of
adolescents and children ages 6-19.

With risk factors like high blood
pressure, high cholesterol, coronary
artery disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes,
and more, it's important to make sure
you get enough exercise and activity to
stay healthy.

Here are some tips to help you keep
moving.

Be Aerobic Every Day
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
recommends getting 2.5 hours of
moderate-intensity aerobic exercise each
week. If you break it down, that's just
over 20 minutes a day of activities like
walking, water aerobics, riding a bike, or
pushing a lawnmower.

Want to cut that down even further? If
you bump the exercise up to vigorous
intensity, you can cut the time in half.
Vigorous-intensity activities include
jogging or running, swimming laps, and
playing basketball or tennis.

Add Muscle-Strengthening
Lifting weights, working with resistance
bands, and doing body-weight resistance
exercises, heavy yard work, or yoga are
all considered by the CDC to be
important muscle-strengthening

activities. The recommendation is to get
this type of exercise at least twice a week
to the point where your muscles are
tired.

If you focus on setting realistic goals and
getting just a bit of exercise each day,
you'll be on your way to meeting the
requirements in no time. Find exercises
and activities that you enjoy doing, and
it won't seem like such a burden. Plus,
you'll feel great about reducing the risk
factors associated with a sedentary
lifestyle. So get a plan, get out there,
and get moving!



It is what you
learn after you
know it all that
counts.
-John Wooden

Remember next month is Valentines Day! Adele says she
has never had a Gift Certificate returned for size, color, or
style.  We will keep a few in the office till then. 
Speaking of sweet hearts, lets talk heart health. There has
been some controversy over the use of Omega 3
supplements to combat coronary atherosclerosis, verses
Statin drugs. Please go to: www.lef.org, and search: Science
by Ambush, to read about how these treatments compare. If
you are interested you can order any LE Omega3 product
and get 1 bottle at the lower 4 bottle price through Feb 14th.
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