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Healthy Aging and Your Skin
Trends and Treatments for Baby Boomers
 

Feeling fit and healthy--no matter what your age--contributes to a quality life.

I never saw a
wild thing sorry
for itself.
-D. H. Lawrence
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With more than 70 million baby
boomers in the United States poised to
join the ranks of those aged 65 and
older in coming years, this generation
has embraced a new twist on aging
gracefully. These individuals don't think
of themselves as old, and in many
respects, they are not, at least not in the
same sense their parents were after they
passed the 65-year mark.

A State of Mind
In addition to wanting to remain vital
and active, boomers are increasingly
expressing a desire to look as young as
they feel. Many boomers are turning to
minimally invasive procedures to avoid
the downtime and drastic changes in

appearance associated with plastic
surgery. Almost miraculously, it's
possible to look much younger than
one's years, since modern health care is
helping ward off life-shortening disease
at a tremendous rate. The result is a
growing population expected to live
longer than any generation before and
to look better doing it.

One of the first indicators of overall
health and how gracefully someone is
aging is the condition of someone's
skin. Take the backs of the hands, for
example. The increasingly noticeable
and enlarging veins and so-called age
spots are some of the first telltale signs
of aging.

Vitality at Any Age
John Roseby, executive spa director at
the famous Arizona-based spa, Canyon
Ranch, says skin care, massage, and
bodywork are part of their wellness
philosophy.

"Health and vitality at any age is one of
our core messages and one we believe in

passionately," he says. "Regular skin care
programs allow vibrant health to shine
from deep within."

Anne Williams, esthetician and director
of education at Associated Bodywork and
Massage Professionals, agrees and says a
spa is an excellent place to treat the



An esthetician can help you determine noninvasive ways to maintain a healthy complexion.
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entire body. "Massage improves the
appearance and condition of skin, and
tones muscle tissue, thanks to improved
local circulation."

With age and inactivity, circulation slows
and skin becomes pale and cold.
"Massage has a stimulating cellular
function in the hypodermis, dermis,
and epidermis," says Sharon Puszko,
director of Day-Break Geriatric Massage
Institute. "Touch nurtures, relaxes, and
heals, as well as stimulates and activates."

Ultimately, Williams says, one of the
greatest benefits of any type of skin care
and bodywork treatment is the ability it
gives you to reconnect. "You
re-experience your body. When you're
in your body, you own it in a different
way. You care about it in a different
way."

Skin's Graceful Aging
Proper skin care can help ward off signs
of aging. Here are some healthful skin
care tips for caring for maturing skin.

Protect Your Skin
The most important thing you can do
for your skin, Williams says, is to
consistently use sunscreen. Whether
skiing the Colorado Rockies, swimming
the Pacific Ocean, or just walking to
your car for a lunch break, sunscreen
should be a part of your daily routine, as
sun damage is the number one cause of
prematurely aged skin. Consider buying
makeup or moisturizer with an SPF of
15 or higher to ensure constant
protection. To protect you from the full
range of ultraviolet rays, look for
products containing at least one of these
ingredients: avobenzone, titanium
dioxide, or zinc oxide.

Keep it Moist
Depending on where you live, you may
not give much credence to moisturizer
use, but experts say it is a critical piece of
the puzzle for great skin. Avoid
traditional grocery store finds in favor
of a more targeted moisturizing
product, preferably one recommended
by your esthetician. If you spend money
on anything, Williams says, spend it on a
good moisturizer. A gentle cleanser (no
bar soap on the face, ever, she says) and
an alcohol-free toner will round out a
simple, yet effective skin care plan. In
general, it's a good idea to stick with one

product line since products are usually
designed to work together.

Don't Overdo It
In our zeal to clean our skin, we often
overdo it. Just as you shouldn't exfoliate
too often (no more than once a week),
you should also avoid overscrubbing
your face, even with just water and a
washcloth. Your skin is fragile; treat it as
such. It pays to leave the serious
exfoliation to an expert esthetician and
go gently on your skin at home.

Watch What You Eat
The healthier you eat, the better your
skin will look. This means natural,
unprocessed foods with high antioxidant
and vitamin contents (in other words,
fruits and vegetables). Strive to replace
processed breads and cereals with
whole-grain alternatives that contain
fiber. Eliminate or go easy on caffeine
and sugar. Many believe drinking plenty

of water will keep your skin hydrated and
healthy.

Talk to the Experts
Williams says working with a skin care
professional will help establish a good
base of knowledge about how to care for
your skin. Having an expert who knows
you and your history will help address
changes going forward. For example, if
you change climates, your skin's needs
will change as well. The same is true with
the seasons.

The seasons of your life will bring yet
more changes to your skin care needs.
Talking to an expert will help guide you
through those changes and give you
proactive self-care steps. Growing older
doesn't have to mean growing old.



Turn your home bath into a spa experience.

The Art of Bathing
Simple Recipes to Soothe Mind and Body
 

The Power of Tea Tree Oil
 

From bubble baths to essential oils to
Dead Sea salts, prepared bath products
are designed to enhance a bathing
experience, but they can be expensive.
Instead of spending the extra money on
special bath products, try one of these
natural, simple bath recipes with
ingredients you probably already have in
your cupboard or refrigerator.

Epsom Salts
Add 2 cups Epsom salts to bath water.
Magnesium sulfate, or Epsom salts, has
been used for centuries as a folk remedy,
and research now confirms its numerous
benefits. The second most abundant
element in human cells and a crucial
component for bone health, magnesium
is also needed for muscle control,
energy production, and the elimination
of toxins. Magnesium eases stress, aids
sleep, and improves concentration while
reducing inflammation, joint pain, and
muscle cramps. Sulfates help to flush
toxins from the body, prevent or reduce
headaches, and even improve brain
function.

Most American diets are deficient in
magnesium. However, one of the best
ways to boost dietary intake is by bathing
in Epsom salts, which are readily
absorbed through the skin.

Milk
Add 2-4 cups milk or buttermilk to bath
water.
Rich in calcium, protein, and vitamins,
milk replenishes the skin, while lactic
acid found in milk acts as a natural
exfoliant. A member of the alpha
hydroxy acid family, lactic acid breaks
the glue-like bonds between the outer
layer of dead skin cells. Soak in a milk
bath for 20 minutes, then gently scrub
skin with a loofah or washcloth.

Honey
Add 1/4 cup honey to bath water.
A fragrant, natural humectant, honey
helps skin attract and retain moisture.
Its antibacterial and anti-irritant
properties make it an ideal cleansing
and soothing additive to a warm bath.

Is your medicine cabinet full of
ointments, oils, and creams that each
treats one specific ailment? Maybe you
can cut down on some of the clutter by
adding nature's own wonder drug, tea
tree oil, instead.

What is Tea Tree Oil
Produced in Australia from the tree M.
alternifolia, tea tree oil acts as an
antiseptic, fungicide, insect deterrent,
and more. It has been used in Australia
by aborigines for generations and, since
the country's colonization, has spread to
the rest of the world.

Tea tree oil, which can be found as an
essential oil as well as in creams,
ointments, shampoo, and even
toothpaste, can be used to treat a
staggering variety of conditions,
including: acne, arthritis, athlete's foot,

burns, cuts, dandruff, eczema,
gingivitis, infection, insect bites and
stings, lice, muscle sprains, psoriasis,
and rashes. And that's just a partial list!

Potential Benefits
The exact cause of tea tree oil's
effectiveness is difficult to ascertain, and
researchers are still looking into just
how much the natural remedy can do for
us. Newer studies have looked at its
ability to stop the spread of
sometimes-deadly methicillin-resistant
staphylococcus aureus in hospitals.

Use Safely
While there are plenty of benefits to
using tea tree oil, its strength can also be
problematic, even dangerous. The Mayo
Clinic advises that it's not safe to ingest
or take tea tree oil internally, and it is
considered particularly harmful if

ingested by pets.

Also, like most natural remedies, the US
Food and Drug Administration does not
regulate tea tree oil as it does other
medicines, leaving no standard quality
of tea tree oil products. And, while
many people enthusiastically support tea
tree oil, it is no substitute for
professional medical care.

Yet, many people agree that, if nothing
else, tea tree oil should be a part of your
first aid kid in case of bites, burns, or
scrapes. But who knows? You might find
yourself using it for much more than
that.



To fall into
habit is to cease
to be.
-Miguel de Unamuno

We once heard that all boys become men, but only special
men become Fathers, Happy Fathers Day to all the Fathers
who read this. 

The summer is upon us and with it come the dangers of
overheating. Please stay hydrated out there. 

Over the summer, many of you will be out of town visiting
others and having your adventures, so scheduling can be a
nightmare.

We have conventions, classes, teaching, and college trips
scheduled as well. If you don't see time available and want
to get in to see one of us, please call. The computer
scheduler doesn't always accurately display our openings or
closings. 

Have fun, Be well, Keep it safe.
Brian & Adele

Clinical Touch Massage

1975 S John Young Pkwy 
Kissimmee, FL 34741


