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Back Pain and Massage
How Bodywork Can Help
Karrie Osborn 

Studies show that massage therapy helps reduce back pain more than some medications.

The measure of
a man’s life is
the well
spending of it,
and not the
length
-Plutarch
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Whether it's a pulled muscle from yoga
class or an afternoon basketball game, or
a long-term pain caused by injury, most
of us will come to know the beast that is
called back pain. In fact, when it comes
to low-back pain specifically, researchers
say that 70-85 percent of the population
will experience it at some point in their
lives.

Causes of Pain
Experts say the cause of back pain can be
the result of several factors. High on the
list is stress. When our body is stressed,
we literally begin to pull inward: the
shoulders roll forward and move up to
the ears, the neck disappears, and the
back tightens in the new posture. "It's an

armoring effect," says Angie
Parris-Raney, a Denver-based massage
therapist who specializes in deep-tissue
massage and sports therapy. "That
protective mode, with the muscles in
flex, can even result in visceral
problems," she says, where the pain also
affects internal organs.

In addition to stress, poor posture, bad

ergonomics, lack of exercise, arthritis,
osteoporosis, a sedentary lifestyle,
overexertion, pregnancy, kidney stones,
fibromyalgia, excess weight, and more
can contribute to pain.

Geoffrey Bishop, owner of Stay Tuned
Therapeutics in Flagstaff, Arizona, says
mechanics is the main cause of back pain
that he sees in his practice. "It's
mechanics, including repetitive use and
ignorance about preventative postures,
and neglect by employers and employees
to provide rest and recovery." The past
also plays a part, he says. "Old injuries
and traumatic events, left untreated and
unresolved, seem to dictate where stress
lands in the back as well."

Massage Offers Hope
Those who suffer with back pain know
there are no easy answers for chasing the
pain away. Physical therapy has proven
effective for some sufferers, as has
chiropractic and acupuncture, but
massage therapy is also making a name



Be sure to communicate with your massage therapist if you are experiencing back pain.
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for itself when it comes to providing
relief. In fact, research has shown that
massage can be a great friend to the
back-pain sufferer.

"Massage therapists have long treated
low-back pain safely and effectively," says
Les Sweeney, president of Associated
Bodywork and Massage Professionals.
"They have done so less expensively and
less invasively than is possible with other
treatments."

In fact, a study by the Group Health
Research Institute in Seattle found that
massage was more effective at treating
low-back pain than medication. Patients
who received massage once a week for 10
weeks were more likely to report that
their back pain had improved, and
improvements were still present six
months after the study. Other research
from the University of Miami School of
Medicine and the Touch Research
Institute showed that massage can
decrease stress and long-term pain,
improve sleep and range of motion, and
help lower the incidence of depression
and anxiety that often accompanies back
pain.

For Parris-Raney's clients, the length of
pain relief provided by massage therapy
varies depending on the condition they
are experiencing. Getting on a regular
massage schedule, however, has really
helped her clients manage the back pain,
she says. When they go past their
normally scheduled appointment, "their
bodies know it's time to get a massage
again." Whether it's just helping clients
get through the day, or reminding the
stressed-out office worker to breathe,
Parris-Raney says massage can play an
important part in back pain relief.

Whitney Lowe, owner of Oregon's
Orthopedic Massage Education and
Research Institute, says the benefits of
massage for back pain depend on the
primary cause of the pain. "If it is
predominantly muscular pain, then
massage has a great deal to offer in
reducing pain associated with chronic
muscle tightness, spasms, myofascial
trigger points, or those types of
problems. If it's something caused by a
joint alignment problem or
compression on a nerve, for example,
then the role of massage might be
somewhat different, such as helping to
address the biomechanical dysfunctions,

but not really being able to get pressure
off the nerve itself."

Massage Works
When it comes to back pain, there are a
lot of options out there. Ultimately,
massage, and its myriad benefits, might
be a viable answer. For back pain
sufferers, Parris-Raney says massage can
work wonders. "Massage can help relax
the body, relax the psyche, and improve
a client's range of motion and
circulation to the affected tissues," she
says. Not only can massage help directly
with the pain, but it can also make life a
little easier, too. "Massage lets you tap
into the parasympathetic system," she
says, "and tap into all the good
hormones that help you sleep better and
help you handle stressors along the way."
All of that helps in building a healthier
back and a happier you.

Benefits of Massage
From stress relief to skin rejuvenation,
the benefits of massage are extensive.
When it comes to managing back pain,
however, there are some specific benefits
touch therapy can offer:

--Improved circulation. With increased
circulation comes faster recovery time
for sore, overworked muscle tissues.
--Increased release of endorphins. The
prevalence of these natural painkillers is
boosted every time you have a massage.
This can only help in managing pain.
--Improved movement. Range of
motion and flexibility both get a boost
with massage.
--Increased relaxation. When you relax,
your muscles relax, thereby calming the
pain.



Avoid the drain office settings can bring on.

Prevent the Afternoon Slump
Some Tips for P.M. Energy
Jerry V. Teplitz 

Flax Facts
Reap the Health Benefits of This Little Seed
 

If you're like most people, you've
experienced the afternoon slump. You
know the feeling -- it's only 2 p.m., yet
you feel drained. Fortunately, you can
employ methods to reduce the slump's
frequency and shorten its duration.

Drink water.
Your body uses water even if you're not
exercising. If you wait until you feel
thirsty, you're already dehydrated. Keep
a water bottle handy all day.

Avoid sugar and simple carbohydrates.
While a mid-afternoon candy bar may
give you a quick rush, it actually worsens
the slump. Instead, choose protein-rich
foods and complex carbs.

Eat small meals.
Have six small meals over the course of
the day instead of three large ones. Big
meals cause the digestive process to
divert blood from your brain to use in
the digestive track.

Evaluate your lighting.
Most offices are lit with cool, white

fluorescent tubes, which have a terrible
effect on how people feel and function
at work. A better option is
full-spectrum, fluorescent tubes.

Take time for walks.
Walking gets your blood circulating,
helps you breathe better, and stimulates
your brain due to the increased blood
flow. Take a 5- or 10-minute walk
during the day.

Meditate.
Meditation is great for rejuvenating your
body. By meditating for 15 to 20
minutes twice a day, you're keeping your
body continually energized and rested.

Take time to breathe and stretch.
Deep breathing exercises give you an
energy boost. Also, stand up and stretch
to increase blood flow and stimulate the
lymphatic system.

Handle negativity.
Negative people and images can have a
draining effect on your energy. Make a
conscious effort to stay positive.

Flaxseed, the humble little brown seed
with a nutty flavor, is a powerhouse in
the nutrition world. It's able to reduce
blood pressure, decrease risk of heart
attacks and stroke, improve skin quality,
help control blood sugar levels, reduce
cholesterol, and even prevent breast and
colon cancer--all in a single seed!

But what makes flax so powerful?
Flaxseed contains high concentrations of
alpha linoleic acid, a form of omega-3
fatty acids, which serve as the basic
building blocks of cell walls.
Additionally, flax is high in lignans,
powerful antioxidants known for
alleviating menopausal symptoms and
fighting breast cancer. There are three
forms of flaxseed, making it easy to
incorporate into your diet.

Flax Oil
While available in capsule form to be
taken as a supplement, flax oil is best
consumed as a food to get the most
benefits from it. Many nutritionists
often recommend purchasing the oil in
small quantities, storing it in the
refrigerator, and consuming a daily
intake of two tablespoons. You can add a
tablespoon to your morning smoothie
or substitute flax oil in the vinaigrette
dressing for your salad.

Flax oil breaks down to trans fats when
heated, so it should never be used in
cooking. While lower in lignans than
other forms of flax, the oil is sometimes
processed to preserve the lignans. Check
the label for details.

Flaxseeds
Whole seeds are sure to have all the
nutritional benefits of flax. Simply add
these to your granola or salads for a
nutty flavor. If a little tough on the
teeth, grind them in a coffee grinder
and sprinkle on foods. One note: raw,
whole flaxseeds contain chemicals that
can affect thyroid function. To get
around this, simply toast the seeds in the
oven for twenty minutes at 250 degrees,
or limit your consumption of raw seeds
to three to four tablespoons a day.

Flax Meal
Ground flax meal is another option to
get the powerful nutritional value of
flax. Add a tablespoon of it to your
smoothies for extra fiber, or stir it into
your oatmeal in the morning.



An acre of
performance is
worth a whole
world of promise
-William Howells

Our clients tend to be the most intelligent and well read
people. We find that most of you are taking great care of
yourselves and living your life to the fullest. We actually wind
up meeting you because something has gone wrong and
you’ve fallen out of balance causing pain or dysfunction.
When we are asked about one treatment verses another we
recommend the use of a resource called PubMed.gov. This
resource contains current research abstracts on many
conditions and treatments. To help make PubMed easier to
use we have published an article written in one of our trade
journals on “how to use PubMed”. Look for the link on
http://www.kissimmeemassage.com/wp-content/uploads/201
2/05/How-to-look-up-PubMed-Articles.pdf
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